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Learning objectives

By the end of the session, you will be better able to use

real world resources in your language classroom to teach listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skills

newspapers as a reading resource 

podcasts to teach listening



What real-world resources can you 

bring to your language class?

https://answergarden.ch/3202901

https://answergarden.ch/3202901


Real world resources
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Use to answer

Reading Textbooks
Graphic 

novels

Storybooks
Online 

material

MagazinesNewspapers



Real world resources
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Use to answer

Listening
Short 

stories
Dialogues

Weather 

reports
Songs

PodcastsSpeeches



Why should you bring real-world 

resources into the classroom?

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1cG1Kj8JLmdpTNfpDaFbf2-

JJpWtLaWYSRh90y8qPygI/viewer?f=0

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1cG1Kj8JLmdpTNfpDaFbf2-JJpWtLaWYSRh90y8qPygI/viewer?f=0
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1cG1Kj8JLmdpTNfpDaFbf2-JJpWtLaWYSRh90y8qPygI/viewer?f=0


Receptive Resources

+ 

Listening 

Resources

Reading 

Resources



Real world resources
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.navigaweb.net/2021/05/i-migliori-podcast-sulla-tecnologia.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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©https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

Guess the headline

Use to answer

Newspaper as resource
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©https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

Guess the headline

Newspaper as resource



Newspaper as resource

• Before reading:

11

Vocabulary

1. … overcast
a. light rain in the form of very fine water 

droplets

2. … drizzle
b. stay in one place, without moving forward or 

backward 

3. … hover c. a scale used to measure temperature

4. … Celsius
d. condition of the sky when it is covered by 

clouds

Use to answer



Newspaper as resource

• Read the news article:

• While reading:

Did you understand the 

meaning of the difficult words 

correctly?

12



Newspaper as resource 13

• After reading:

Match the synonyms of wet (from the box) with the words (from the story) they are 

strongly associated:

Once, a little girl Beenu, went for a walk. She was perspiring due to (1)_________ air

and her (2)_______ clothes were clingy. As she strolled along the path, she noticed 

the (3)________ soil under her feet. Feeling hungry, Beenu sat down on a bench and 

opened her tiffin only to find a (4)__________ sandwich. Despite the disappointment, 

she enjoyed the peaceful surroundings while nibbling on the sandwich.

humid soggy moistdamp

Use to answer



Newspaper as resource 14

• After reading:

Extension Task

What kind of rain alerts do you think is most serious and why: 

• red alert

• yellow alert

• orange alert

Think and write

Use to answer

What is an                            ?



Reflection Task

Think about how you can use this in your own classroom.

• How can you use this to teach reading, writing, 

speaking and listening?

• Think of a textbook topic for which you can use this or 

a similar newspaper activity.

Use to answer
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©https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?hehd1=0-8

Textbook topic

Newspaper as resource

Honeydew, Class 8, 

Chapter 8 – A Short 

Monsoon Diary
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Textbook topic

Newspaper as resource

Honeydew, Class 8, 

Chapter 2 – The Tsunami

©https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?hehd1=0-8
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©https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

Guess the headline

Newspaper as resource

Honeydew, Class 8, 

Chapter 7 – A visit 

to Cambridge 

©https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?hehd1=0-8



Tips and techniques

Steps followed while conducting the activity

19

SELECTION

• appropriate

• authentic 

• relatable 

PRE-ACTIVITY

• can build the 

context

• can be used 

as lead-in

DURING ACTIVITY

• while using the 

receptive 

resource 

POST-ACTIVITY

• to practice 

what was 

learned

• application of 

the learning

EXTENSION

• critical thinking

• creativity

Newspaper Article Guess the headline

Word-meanings

Recalling the words Story completion Think and write



More newspaper related activities
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https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/teaching-

resources/teaching-adults/activities/upper-

intermediate-b2/newspaper-reading-activities



Podcast as resource 
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What are podcasts? 

Use to answer

Let’s listen to a podcast about weather and more specifically –

Digital audio series

rain!



Podcast as resource 
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• Before listening:

Do you know there are lots of different words for rain. Un-jumble the words 

given below and find out the correct words:

Use to answer

1. zirdzle

2. hersow

3. tapirepcition

4. rustbloucd

1.    drizzle

2.    shower

3.    precipitation

4.    cloudburst



Podcast as resource 
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• While listening:

In this podcast host asks the listeners to answer 3 questions. Find out 

which of the following questions he mentions:

©https://premierskillsenglish.britishcouncil.org/podcasts/learning-vocabulary/learning-vocabulary-its-raining-cats-and-dogs

1. Where are we going?

2. Where is everybody?

3. Have you got a brolly?

4. What have I forgotten?

5. Why are we disappointed?

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes



Podcast as resource 
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• After listening:

Match the words to the correct definitions:

1. The part of a jacket or coat that protects your head from the rain

2. Something filled with water as to be hard to manage

3. State of being completely soaked in water

4. Initial act of starting a match or event

5. Heavy downpour of rain, accompanied by strong winds and dark clouds

a. drenched  b. torrential rain c. waterlogged   d. a hood  e. kick off

Use to answer

a.

e.

b.

c.

d.



Podcast as resource 25

• After listening:

Extension Task

Think and write:

1. Did you ever change your plans because of rains? When?

2. Comment on how rain affects people? Mention both positive 

and negative effects.



Reflection Task

Think about how you can use this in your own classroom.

• How can you use this to teach reading, writing, 

speaking and listening?

• Think of a textbook topic for which you can use this 

activity.

Use to answer



How can we convert a listening 

task into a reading task?

27

Podcast Transcript



Making the podcast easier 
28

• Read all the exercises before you listen to the podcast.

• Look up the words in the exercises that you don't know, 

in a dictionary.

• Play the podcast as many times as you need.

• Read the transcript after you have listened to the 

podcast. 



Making the podcast harder 
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• Listen to the podcast before you read the exercises.

• Only play the podcast once before answering the 

questions.

• Play the whole podcast without a break.

• Don't read the transcript. 



Tips and techniques

Steps followed while conducting the activity

30

SELECTION

• based on the 

theme

• taken from the 

genuine site

• was good for the 

8th graders

PRE-ACTIVITY

• students learned 

synonyms of rain 

• this set the tone 

for the topic

DURING ACTIVITY

• Recall, 

• T/F, 

• Gap fill

POST-ACTIVITY

• regular Q/A, 

• grammar exercises 

• vocab exercises

EXTENSION

• depends on the 

time

• can be given to 

the early finishers

• can be given in 

HW

Podcast Jumbled words Finding the right 

questions

Matching words 

with definitions

Think and write



Podcast series
31

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/audio-

series/podcasts

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/business-

english/podcasts-professionals

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/apps/learnenglish-

podcasts

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-

development/podcast/teaching-english/teaching-english-

podcast-how-can-we-use-story

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/audio-series/podcasts
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/audio-series/podcasts
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/business-english/podcasts-professionals
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/business-english/podcasts-professionals
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/apps/learnenglish-podcasts
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/apps/learnenglish-podcasts
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/podcast/teaching-english/teaching-english-podcast-how-can-we-use-story
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/podcast/teaching-english/teaching-english-podcast-how-can-we-use-story
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/podcast/teaching-english/teaching-english-podcast-how-can-we-use-story


How can you include other receptive 

resources like magazines, storybooks 

and songs in your classrooms?

https://padlet.com/chitrajain/how-can-you-include-some-

other-receptive-resources-like-maga-3km0g4svslam1rrk

https://padlet.com/chitrajain/how-can-you-include-some-other-receptive-resources-like-maga-3km0g4svslam1rrk
https://padlet.com/chitrajain/how-can-you-include-some-other-receptive-resources-like-maga-3km0g4svslam1rrk


Learning outcomes
33

After attending the workshop, I can use

1. real world resources in my language classroom to teach 
reading, writing, speaking, listening

2. newspapers as a reading resource 

3. podcasts to teach listening

I am 

confident 

to try in 

my class

I need a 

little help



Useful resources
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WEBSITES

• https://www.teachingenglish.org.u
k/teaching-resources/

• https://www.teachingenglish.org.u
k/professional-
development/teachers/managing-
lesson/low-resource-
classrooms/materials-and-
methodology

• https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.
org/general-english/magazine-zone

READING MATERIAL

• https://tinyurl.com/UsingTextBo
oksCreatively

• https://www.fluentu.com/blog/ed
ucator-english/authentic-
materials-for-teaching-english/

ONLINE COURSES

• https://www.teachingenglish
.org.uk/training/classroom-
management-primary

• https://www.futurelearn.co
m/courses/key-principles-
and-practices-of-tesol

• https://www.futurelearn.co
m/courses/how-to-use-
graded-readers-in-the-
english-language-classroom

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/managing-lesson/low-resource-classrooms/materials-and-methodology
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/managing-lesson/low-resource-classrooms/materials-and-methodology
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/managing-lesson/low-resource-classrooms/materials-and-methodology
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/managing-lesson/low-resource-classrooms/materials-and-methodology
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/managing-lesson/low-resource-classrooms/materials-and-methodology
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/managing-lesson/low-resource-classrooms/materials-and-methodology
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/magazine-zone
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/magazine-zone
https://tinyurl.com/UsingTextBooksCreatively
https://tinyurl.com/UsingTextBooksCreatively
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/key-principles-and-practices-of-tesol
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/key-principles-and-practices-of-tesol
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/key-principles-and-practices-of-tesol
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/key-principles-and-practices-of-tesol
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/key-principles-and-practices-of-tesol
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/key-principles-and-practices-of-tesol


Q&A

35

Let’s hear you!



Thank you

Chitra Jain
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